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Code is a language
Code is a language that the computer can read. It’s similar to how we 
communicate to each other. We speak and write in the English language and 
other people who know that language understand it and may respond back. When 
we write a code language, the computer responds to what we have written.



Code Languages
There are many types of code languages available. The main three for building 
websites are HTML, CSS & JavaScript.



Code Languages

1. HTML 2. CSS 3. Javascript



HTML
HTML is the standard language for creating websites. HTML is language that the 
computer can read and render into elements for people to see on a website.

Computer reads the code 
and shows this on the 

computer screen



HTML
HTML uses elements to describe the structure of pages. An example of an 
element is the header. HTML can read elements by using something that we call 
tags. A tag can be written like this: <h1></h1>. The computer will read this and 
display a header onto the computer screen.

<h1>My first Heading</h1>



HTML

<h1>My first Heading</h1>

Start of TAG End of TAG



HTML

<h1>My first Heading</h1>

Content



HTML

<h1>My first Heading</h1>

Computer reads the code and shows this on 
the computer screen



CSS
CSS is used to decorate the HTML elements. For instance, the header element 
has been transformed into a red colour in the example below.

Computer reads the code 
and decorates the screen



CSS

h1 {
    color: red;
}

SELECTOR



CSS

h1 {
    color: red;
}

PROPERTY



CSS

h1 {
    color: red;
}

VALUE



CSS h1 {
    color: red;
}

Computer reads the code and 
decorates the screen



JavaScript
JavaScript, also known as JS, allows you to implement complex functionality on 
web pages. In the example below we are telling the computer to open a window 
on our website that says “Hello, world!”.

Computer reads the code 
and shows this on the 

computer screen



Developer Tools
Browsers, such as Chrome, Safari and Internet Explorer, provide a set of tools 
for website developers so they can manipulate HTML, CSS & Javascript directly 
from their browser. You can see how changing parts of the code also changes the 
visuals of the website instantly.



Resources
You can learn more about code and how to write code yourself by visiting these 
websites:

https://www.codecademy.com 

https://www.khanacademy.org

https://www.codecademy.com
https://www.khanacademy.org/computing/computer-programming/html-css

